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1948: Cars #1600 and #1599 were bought new 1948 by Automobilclub of Argentina (ACA). 
 

The „official“ race entries show always Fangio as driver for #1599 and for #1600 other drivers 
like Malusardi, Campari, Gonzales. In reality however, when both A.C.A. cars appear together 
in one race, often #1600 was raced by Fangio (i.e. see page 14 and 15) and the sister car 
#1599 by Malusardi, Campos or Gonzales. Which driver drove which car, was for each race 
individually decided taking into account the actual situation and requirements.  
 
Especially for the year 1949 and 1950 this has to be considered, seeing the following 
„official“ entry and results-lists.  
 
From 1951 on #1600 raced for A.C.A. in Argentina mainly with Jorge Daponte (1951/52) and 
Carlo Fortunati Firpo (1953/54) as driver.  

 
1949: 30.01.1949 3. Grand Premio de General Juan Peron  Malusardi 7. 

  Buenos Aires, Palermo   
06.02.1949  3. Grand Premio de Eva Duarte Peron  Malusardi 4. 
  Buenos Aires, Palermo  
13.02.1949  Grand Premio Rosario   Malusardi DNF 
  Parque Independencia 
27.02.1949  Malusardi died in Mar del Plata driving Alfa Romeo P3 

 
1949 (Apr.): In Europe Scuderia Achilles Varzi organized for A.C.A. racing #1599 and #1600 

18.04.1949  Grand Prix de Pau Campos 3. 
07.05.1949  Roussilon (1. Heat) Fangio 1. 
07.05.1949  Roussilon (2. Heat) Campos 3. 
19.06.1949  Grand Prix de Spa Campos 5. 
10.07.1949  Grand Prix de Albi Campos 5. 
17.07.1949  Grand Prix de Reims Campos 
11.09.1949  Grand Prix de Monza Campos 6. 
18.12.1949  4. GP del General Juan Peron, Gonzales 5. 
  Buenos Aires, Palermo 

 
1950: 08.01.1950  4. GP Extraordinario de Eva Duarte Gonzales  12. 

   Peron, Buenos Aires, Palermo 
15.01.1950  3. GP Internacional del General Gonzales 6. 

   San Martin, Mar del Plata 
22.01.1950  4. Copa Accion de San Lorenzo, Gonzales 7. 

   Rosario, Parque Independencia 
10.04.1950  Grand Prix de Pau Fangio 12. 
16.04.1950  Grand Prix de San Remo Gonzales 22. 
21.05.1950  Grand Prix of Monaco Gonzales dnf 
04.06.1950  Grand Prix Schweiz, Bremgarten Pagani (S.A. Varzi) 7. 
11.06.1950  Grand Prix de Angouleme Gonzales 
02.07.1950  Grand Prix de Reims Gonzales 18. (DNF) 
16.07.1950  Grand Prix de Albi Fangio 1. und 4. 
23.07.1950  Grand Prix de Zandvoort Fangio 7. 
30.07.1950  Grand Prix de Geneva Gonzales 
18.12.1950  GP del Presidente Alessandri, Marimon/Menditeguy 

  Santiago de Chile, Palma 
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1951: From 1951 on No. 1600 was racing only in Argentina, no more in Europe 
18.02.1951  5. GP del General Juan Peron, Jorge Daponte  9. 

  Buenos Aires, Costanera Norte 
25.02.1951  Buenos Aires, Costanera Norte Jorge Daponte 4. 

 
1952: 09.03.1952  6. GP del General Juan Peron Jorge Daponte 4. 

  Buenos Aires, Autodromo 
16.03.1952  6. GP Extraordinario de Eva Duarte Jorge Daponte DNF 

  Peron, Buenos Aires, Autodromo 
23.03.1952  GP de Uruguay, Piriapolis Jorge Daponte  8. 
  (Daponte died in 1963 in Buenos Aires in the age of 39 years) 
 1952 Inauguracion / Rosario Carlos Menditeguy 

 
1953: 01.02.1953  Grand Premio,Buenos Aires Carlo Fortunati Firpo 

1954:  02.1954 Grand Premio, Buenos Aires Carlo Fortunati Firpo 

1955: Juan Viaggio bought the car from A.C.A. (see page 24, 27 and 31, showing, this is #1600) 

06.03.1955  GP Buenos Aires, Maserati-Ford Juan Viaggio  
  (see page32, 30 and 34) 
 1955 Independencia Juan Viaggio 5. 
27.03.1955  Rosario Juan Viaggio 
 1955 Carrera Vicente Lopez, Juan Viaggio, 4. 

  Maserati-Ford (#1600) 

1956: 21.06.1956 Rafaela 500 Millas, Maserati-Ford Juan Viaggio 

 14.10.1956 Grand Premio de Montevideo, Juan Viaggio 

  Maserati-Ford (#1600) 

1957: Jose Felix Lopes bought 4 CLT #1600 with Ford-Engine from Juan Viaggio (see page 34).  

San Nicolas Race, Lopez died in Maserati-Ford (4CLT #1600) by accident.  

Juan Viaggio bought the Lopez car back (see photo from 1957, new nose, see page 35 / 36) 

 1957 Uruguay Auotdromo, Juan Viaggio (see page 36) 

  Victor Borrat Fabini, Maserati-Ford 

1960: 15.05.1960 Montevideo, Ford Maserati  Juan Viaggio (see page 37) 

1962: 02.09.1962 Rafaela, Ford Maserati Juan Viaggio (see page 38) 

1968:  Rafaela: Maserati 4 CLT’s still racing, i.e. Louis di Palma #1599 
  (see page 39ff) 

1970 onwards: Maserati 4 CLT #1600 on a trailer in bad condition (see page 49) and its 
dashboard incl. Chassis-No.  

1978: Sold to Guillermo Vago, Argentina (letter from G. Vago to UK Maserati-Club Trident in 1980 
and 1981. His Maserati 4 CLT was already mentioned in UK Maserati-Club Trident Magazin 
No. 16/1978. (see attachment I) 

 
1980: Summer exhibition with 4 CLT #1600 in Argentina (A.C.A.) 

 Maserati 4 CLT shown as Juan Viaggio car (4 CLT #1600) see page 55, 56 
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1981: Sold to Ben Paul Moser, California / USA 

1986: Sold to Yoshijuki Hayashi / Japan via Steve Griswold 

1986: Steve Griswold, Berkeley, California / USA restaured No. 1600 completely, front 1/3 of the 

Chassis new (because of modifications for Ford V-8 Edelbrockengine). Body new, gearbox 

from 4 CL 1569, all other major components and most small parts original (see page 57, 58) 

1995: Sold to Bernie Chase, California / USA 

1996: Tony Merrick (imported No. 1600 from USA to England) (see page 59) 

1996: Offered by Peter Rae, United Kingdom (see page 60)  

1996: Sold to Jean-Louis Duret, France (via Toby Ross) 
Raced in:  

11.05.1997 Monaco   Duret 

 08.1997 Nürburgring, Germany  Duret 

28.05.2000 Monaco   Duret 

13.05.2005 Pau    Duret 

2007: Sold to Rainer Ott, Germay (manufactured and installed new engine, reinstalled original 

Maserati 4CL gearbox No.1569, original engine #1567 is still with the car)  

(see page 61 – 65) 

 

Rainer Ott raced in (see page 66 – 80): 

2012: 21.06.2012 Historic GP Dijon  Rainer Ott 

09.08.2012 OGP Nürburgring  Rainer Ott 

12.09.2012 Goodwood Revival  Rainer Ott 

19.10.2012 Historic GP Imola  Rainer Ott 

 

2013: 10.05.2013 Historic GP Pau   Rainer Ott 

21.07.2013 Solitude Revival  Rainer Ott 

10.08.2013 OGP Nürburgring  Rainer Ott 

07.10.2013 Historic GP Jerez  Rainer Ott 
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In the year 2008 Rainer Ott, the owner of Maserati 4 CLT #1600 decided to start searching and documenting 

the History of Maserati 4 CLT Chassis #1600. At that time it was not very clear, what happend with the car 

between 1951 and 1978. In this connection he had many discussions with people also in England, Argentina 

and California to clarify history and originality of this Maserati 4 CLT. Meanwhile the ownership during all the 

questionable years seems to be clear. The following pictures of the car compared with the sister car #1599 

and other Maserati 4 CLT’s and especially from 1956 (Juan Viaggio), from 1970, 1980 and today bring light 

into the comprehensive story of Maserati 4 CLT #1600 with its original engine (#1597). 

After all these investigations there is no doubt, that todays car is based on the original Chassis and 

components of No. 1600. Most of its original frame and its major technical components like engine #1597 

(see page 61, 62 and 63), original 4 CL gearbox #1569 (see page 64), magneto (see page 64), brakedrums (see 

page 65), axles, brakes, radiator, steeringbox, instruments, are original. Thus the whole car has to be 

considered as an absolut original car. This is additionaly backed by the Restaurator Steve Griswold (see also 

Steve Griswolds written and signed statement from 1996, page 58). It is also the opinon of honourable 

people as cited below. All they are well known and experienced in estimating value and originality of such 

cars. 

 

Stephen Griswold:  Letter with confirmation of originality     

(Aug. 1996) „Car was missing body and fueltank, all other major components came with 

the car“ (see page 58) 

Chris Mann, UK:  Checked the car, 1996 imported by Tony Merrick,  thoroughly and  

(Sept. 2013)   confirmed originality 

 

Tony Merrick, UK:  Imported car in 1996 into UK (see page 59) 

(2013) 

Mike Duffy, CA (USA):  as employee of Stephen Griswold, he mainly restaurated the car  

(March 2013)   No. 1600 and confirmed originality as well. 

Adam Ferrington, UK:  delivered pictures and important links to Argentina 

(2013) 

Cristian Bertschi, Argentina: delivered very important pictures and contacted the further experts in 

(2013)    Argentina (researched also for the sister car Maserati 4 CLT #1599) 
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1948-55: A.C.A. (Automobil Club Argentina) owned the car from 1948 - 1955 

1954/55: After active and intensive racing for the A.C.A. finished in 1954, Maserati 4 CLT #1600 

appeared last time for A.C.A. on the A.C.A.-exhibiton 1955. (see page 23 ) 

1956: The A.C.A. sold Maserati 4 CLT #1600 to Juan Viaggio. The photos of the nose of Viaggio’s 

car published in 1956 “Coche A La Vista” article show the slots in the nose well below the 

bonnet-edge, indicating that this is #1600. (see page 27, in comparison see page 26).  

 Also the big slot on the leftside of the body middlepart just in front of the windshield shown 

in the picture of the trainler (see page 49), we find also at Juan Viaggio’s car (see page 36). 

Pages 25, 26 and 27 explain the identification of Juan Viaggio’s car as Maserati 4 CLT 

#1600. 

Juan Viaggio installed a Ford-V8 Edelbrook engine and developed and changed from year to 

year body, chassis, suspension, etc. (see pages 24, 27, 28, 36 and 37). He raced in the 

Formula Libre (Fuerza Libra, Mecanica Nacional of Argentina), (see page 32 – 35 and 38). 

1957: Jose Felix Lopez bought the car from Juan Viaggio, however died in his first race in San 

Nicolas, Argentina. (see page 34 and 50)  

1957: Juan Viaggio, bought the car back and continued racing with it. (see page 35 and 38)  

1962: Juan Viaggio had his last race with 4 CLT #1600 (entered as Ford Maserati) in Rafaela 500 

Milas (see page 38).  

1968: Various other Maserati 4 CLT´s, equipped with Chevrolet-, Studebacker-, Tornado- and other 

engines raced in the Fuerza Libre at this time. At least 8 such modified Maserati 4 CLT´s raced 

in these years until 1968. The shape,  body and chassis of these Maserati´s,  changed totally 

and they could not anymore be easily recognized as Maserati 4 CLT. (see pages 39– 48). Only 

details show, that they still use a Maserati 4 CLT-Chassis (see page 39). These Maserati-cars 

lost almost their identity as Maserati 4 CLT. They were entered as Chevrolet, Ford, Ford-

Maserati, Maserati-Ford, Chevrolet Wayne, Maserati Tornado, etc.  

1968: In the Rafaela 500 Milas, at least 6 Maserati-based cars were participating, with heavily 

modified body, (see page 43 – 48) and all of them equipped with american V-8 engines. 

Nobody at that time was talking about Maserati 4 CLT. Most of these race cars in the 

Mecanica Nacional or Fuerza Libra were named by their powerful engines. Therefore these 

Argentinian „Maserati 4 CLT´s“ are difficult to be traced back to their origin  

After 1968 racing for most of these cars stopped.  

1978: Guillermo Vago from Argentina bought Maserati 4 CLT #1600. A picture shows a Maserati 4 

CLT on a trailer (see page 49 and 50). It is the Maserati 4 CLT #1600 with most of its original 

components like engine, radiator, (see upper waterpipes), etc. provisionally installed. The old 

body parts like grill and middlepart just were laid over the car. They are obviously totally 

damaged and not usable anymore. This explains, why #1600 later was shown and sold (see 
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Steve Griswolds Statement page 58) without body components (see page 55 and 56). The 

dashboard two of the instruments and the type plate showing Chassis #1600 are identical to 

todays car of Rainer Ott. The type plate shows the same scratches and printing 

characteristicas. Also the steering wheel is identical, showing the same woodstructure as the 

steeringrim (see page 49). All these pictures show a clear identity to todays car of Rainer Ott.  

The first indication, that Guillermo Vago bought this Maserati 4CLT shows the Trident 

Magazin No. 16, 1978 (see attachment I, see page 51), where Carlos Tavelli mentions his two 

friends, having a Maserati 4 CLT and a 8 CTF.  

Then 1980/81 Guillermo Vago contacted furthermore the UK Maserati Club. The Trident 

Magazin No. 23, summer 1980, UK Maserati Club (Attachment II) mentions on (see page 53) 

that he has aquired a Maserati 4 CL. But infact it is a Maserati 4 CLT, shown on page 30 of the 

same magazine (see page 54). The car is not motorless, but has and defective and obviously 

unrepairable engine, because he is urgently asking for a crankcase. That means, Guillermo 

Vago still had the other engine parts, which are still today with the car. Engine #1597 has still 

the unrepairable crankcase and did for sure not turn for the last 60 years. As stated there, he 

sold the Maserati 4 CLT gearbox. Therefore it had later to be replaced by a Maserati 4 CL 

gearbox (#1569), which is still today with the car. All what was said in this article, fits to the 

situation of #1600, which already Steve Griswold stated and which is the situation 

concerning engine and gearbox as of today. This photo on page 30 of the magazine (here 

page 54) shows, that Guillermo Vago’s Maserati 4 CLT #1600 is identical to todays car of 

Rainer Ott.  

1981:  Guillermo Vago sold #1600 to Ben Moser California. 

1986:  Ben Moser sold it to Hyashi (Japan). 

1986: Steve Griswold restored it from 1986 on (see statement page 58) in Steve Griswolds 

workshop in California (see page 57). At this time, according to Tony Merrick and Chris 

Mann, who also saw and analysed the car, there was no much doubt about the identity of 

the car, better knowing than today, where the car was coming from. 

1996:  Jean-Louis Duret bought it via Bernie Chase, California, Toby Ross and Tony Merrick, UK, 

(who imported 1996 the car to UK) (see page 59). Jean-Louis Duret raced it 2 times in 

Monaco, Nürburgring, Pau and elsewhere.  

2007:  Rainer Ott bought Maserati 4 CLT #1600. He found a Ferrari-gearbox installed and the 

original engine #1597 (see page 61 – 65), which could not be repaired anymore, because of 

the worn magnesium material of the crankcase. He decided to build a new engine for racing 

purposes and so to store and save the original one for the future. He replaced the Ferrari-

gearbox by the original Maserati-gearbox #1569, which was delivered together with the car. 

He restaured it with other original components, to get a race ready car. Then he raced the 

car from 2012 at various occasions successful and it proved to be a reliable race car (see 

pages 66 – 80). 
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- Only #1599 and #1600 have the two slots in their nose and the big slot in the bonnet (see page 14, 15, 

16 and 18) 

- Number of louvres (openings) in the body panels and bonnet (#1600 different to #1599) 

- Airinlet-slots in bonnet (see page 18, 20 and 21), different to other 4 CLT´s 

- Airinlet-slots at middlepart of body (left / right of the windshield) see page 21 (different to other 4 

CLT´s) 

- Each 2 Airinlet-slots in the nose (see page 14, 15 and 18), different to other 4 CLT´s. 

IMPORTANT: the slots of #1600 go further down below the bonnet-edge than on #1599. 

- Radiator grille (lonf hole, see page 19, 21 and 25), different to all other Maserati 4 CLT’s 

- Exhaust manifold: One of both cars bears the exhaust manifold very low and shows a visible gap 

between upperside of manifold and bonnet-edge (see page 15). 

- A.C.A.-and name badge (left / right) the middlepart of the body (only #1599 and #1600) 
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Chassis: Original, #1600. Frontpart of Chassis was heavily modified to have place for 

the big Ford-V8-engine. Therefore more than 1/3rd of Chassisfront has been 

renewed. 

Body and fueltank:  New manufactured in the 80’s 

Engine: Original engine #1597 with all components (see page 61 – 65). It is still with 

the car. However it is not possible any more to repair it because of the worn 

and meanwhile too flexible Magnesium-engine-block.  

Therefore: For racing purposes a new and identical engine is in the car, 

using original magneto, carburettor (Weber No. 106) and fuel 

pump. 

Gearbox: Original Maserati gearbox (from #1569, see page 61 and 64) This gearbox 

was part of components, when car was sold by Guillermo Vago to Ben Moser 

and Steve Griswold 

Front axle:   Original 

Steering:   Original 

Rear axle:   Original 

Propshaft halfaxles, etc.: Original 

Springs front and rear:  Original 

Brakes front and rear:  Backplates original 
    Drums  original 
    Brakeshoes original 

Instruments:   Original 

Radiatior: Original.  

 

Most of all other parts are also „original Maserati“.  

 

Copies resp. replicas of Chassis No. 1600: 

After all these long investigations no other owner of Maserati 4 CLT´s was found, claiming seriously to own 

a chassis #1600. 
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3. Grand Premio de General Juan Peron - Buenos Aires 30.01.1949, Adriano Malusardi #1600 

 

3. Grand Premio de General Juan Peron - Buenos Aires 30.01.1949, Adriano Malusardi #1600 
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5. Grand Premio de Buenos Aires - Palermo 06.02.1949, Adriano Malusardi #1600 

 

 

5. Grand Premio de Buenos Aires - Palermo 06.02.1949,Giuseppe Farina und Adriano Malusardi #1600 
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Buenos Aires 13.02.1949, Juan Fangio #1600 

 
 

Grand Prix de Pau 18.04.1949, Benedicto Campos 
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Grand Prix San Remo 03.04.1949, Benedicto Campos 

 

Grand Prix de Pau 18.04.1949, Benedicto Campos 
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Grand Prix de Spa 16.06.1949, Benedicto Campos #1600 

 

 

Grand Prix de France - Reims 17.07.1949, Benedicto Campos #1600 
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Buenos Aires Palermo 08.01.1950, Benedicto Campos #1600 

 

 
Grand Prix de Pau 10.04.1950, Juan Fangio #1600 and front of #1599 
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Grand Prix de Pau 10.04.1950, Juan Fangio (front) #1600 und Jose Froilan Gonzales (behind) #1599 

 

Grand Prix de Pau 10.04.1950, Juan Fangio #1600 

  

See the slots in the nose: 
#1600-slot ends much lower 
under the bonnet edge 

Slots of nose end below the 
bonnet edge 
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Grand Prix de Pau 10.04.1950, Juan Fangio #1600 

 

Grand Prix de Pau 10.04.1950, Juan Fangio #1600 
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Grand Prix de Monaco 21.05.1950, Jose Froilan Gonzales #1600 

 

Grand Prix de Monaco 21.05.1950, Jose Froilan Gonzales #1600 
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Angouleme 11.06.1950, Jose Froilan Gonzales #1600 

 

Grand Prix de France - Reims 02.07.1950, front #1599, behind Jose Froilan Gonzales car F2 #1600 

 

Grand Prix de Albi 16.07.1950, Juan Fangio front #1600, behind #1599 

  

#1600 grill: long hole 

#1599 with bonnet slot 
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Grand Prix de Albi 16.07.1950, Juan Fangio #1600 

 
 

Grand Prix de Albi 16.07.1950 Garage, Juan Fangio #1600 

 

„long hole“ in 
the grill, because 

of upper F2 
starter hole 
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Grand Prix de Zandvoort 23.07.1950, Juan Fangio #1600 

 

Santiago de Chile 18.12.1950, Marimon #1600 with #1599 bonnet (same slot in nose as above) 
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Inauguracion Rosario 1952, #1600 

 

Inauguracion Rosario 1952, #1600 

 

 

Long hole in grill 
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Argentinien 1953 Maserati 4 CLT, Benedicto Campos (?) #1600 

 

 

1953 Maserati 4 CLT, Carlo Forntunati Firpo #1600 
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1955, A.C.A. exhebition #1600      Ferrari   #1599 
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1956, Juan Viaggio #1600 

 

 
1956 Juan Viaggio with Ford-V8-engine, Maserati 4 CLT #1600 

 

 

 

This is #1600, still in „old“ 
shape as 1952/53, however 
with V-8 engine 

Drivers name badge: 
Juan A. Viaggio 

Brosuttis car #1599 
(slots of nose above 
bonnet edge) 

18 slots in bonnet as 
1949 / 50 this is 
#1600 

Oil tank cap 
(as #1600) 
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Explanation of identification of Juan Viaggio car as 4CLT 1600 (from Adam Ferrington) 

Distinguishing 1599 from 1600 

During the later (1950 onwards)(Pau 10.04.1950: still flat slots) the two original ACA 4CLTs developed 

particular characteristics which aid identification/distinguishing of each chassis 

Oblong slots were made in the nose of each car, either side of the grille. Only 1599 & 1600 had these slots. 

(and bonnethole since Reims 02.07.1950) 

 

Albi 1950 

10 is Fangio’s 1600 & 12 is Gonzalez’s 1599 

Note that the slots on 1600 go further down below the bonnet edge than on 1599 

1600 also had a slightly reworked grille with an elongated hole, to accommodate both the “normal” 4CLT 

engine and the unblown A6 engine which was occasionally fitted for F2 races during the 1950 European 

season (Reims 02.07.1950) 

 

Fangio Zandvoort 1950  
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The two holes through the radiator for the starting handles for the two different engines can be seen in this 

photo of Fangio’s 1600 in the garage at Albi 1950 

These characteristic remained when the cars returned to Argentina and raced in ACA colours from late 1950 

through to 1952, and even 1953. 

When we look at the photos of the nose of Viaggio’s car in the 1956 Coche a la Vista article it can be seen 

that the nose slots extend well below the bonnet edge, which indicates it is 1600. 

In addition a very detailed book on Daniel Sielecki’s 1599 has been written by Guillermo Sanchez, who is the 

doyen of Argentine racing historians. This clearly identifies 1599 as being the car which went to Luis Brosutti.  

 

In this not very clear photo you can just see the higher slots on Brosutti’s No. 9.. car (#1599) 

Unfortunately no more copies of this privately-prepared book are available.  

However I will send you my copy when it is returned to me in a week or so. 

As you say, it is quite difficult to know the fate of all the South American 4CLTs, but from my researches I 

have notes on what happened to most of them during the 1950s. 

I would be happy to share these, if it is of interest.

Viaggio 

with #1600 
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Coche a la Vista, November 1956  (slot in nose below) #1600 

  

The slots 
in the 
nose 
below 
the 
bonnet 
edge 
than 
#1599 
show 
that this 
is #1600 

Maserati 
4 CLT 
brakes 
and 
frontaxle 

Oil tank 
cap as 
#1600 
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Coche a la Vista November 1956 
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Parabrisas Corsa - Juan Viaggio November 1956 
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Parabrisas Corsa November 1956, Juan Viaggio 
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Revista Corsa, Argentinien 1956 
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Maserati 

Brosutti appeared 
1st time with #1599 and  
Studebaker engine 

Ford-Maserati (died in this race) 
Viaggio did not race! 
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1957, Autodromo Uruguay, Maserati Ford racing, Juan Viaggio #1600 
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Results Argentina 1962 
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Maserati 4 CLT´s as basis for V8 engines 1968 still racing

 

Chassis #1599 


